Questions & Answers

Town Meeting 101

What’s the best way to be prepared for town meeting?
» Make a plan for town meeting: put it in your calendar, invite friends, and post
on social media

e Look up the warrant ahead of time. If your town hosts a pre-town meeting
event (or Selectboard meeting where they do a run-through), try to attend
and ask questions ahead of time

Becoming civically involved is overwhelming. Where do | start?

* Go to the town website: look at committees for something that interests you
* Find a cause (potholes, playgrounds, wildlife)

» Keep an eye out for public notices (in the newspaper, at town hall, or on the
town calendar)

* Like your local community newspaper’s Facebook page and sign up for the
town’s e-newsletter

e Attend your town’s Citizens Police Academy
¢ Peruse the town’s Annual Report

Say I’m not ready to get on a committee but | still want to get
involved. What are some baby steps | can take?

* Volunteer on a political campaign

e Bring a buddy to town meeting. The Secretary of State offers this guide on
how it works

e Ask your Town Clerk if there are any short-term town sub-committees
e Join your local civic association

e Find out if your selectmen/town councilor has a monthly coffee hour
¢ Join the town’s Citizen Advisory Committee
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https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/cis/download/Guide_to_Town_Meetings.pdf

Sec. of State

Town Meeting
Guide

Say I’ve found a cause or committee I’m
interested in. What steps should | take?

e Look for stories about the committee or
issue in your town’s weekly newspaper

¢ Public Meetings: watch it in person, online,

Robert’s
oron TV, or read the minutes Rules of
e Contact the chairman or the administrative Order
assistant for the committee n
e Have coffee with a member of the )
committee Open
t  Meeting Law
How can | figure out what kind of time
commitment a committee is? And how
do | know what the proper way to
o R Y Toastmasters
conduct myself in these settings is?
o Talk to chair of the committee
e Learn Robert’s Rules of Order
o Familiarize yourself with the state’s
Open Meeting Law League of
Women
Voters

Are there any Mentoring & Education
Resources out there?

e |League of Women Voters -1y
. : u "|m] Cape Cod
e Town Democratic or Republican i d GOP
Committees h’.;_l:'.:etﬁz_-:
e Toastmasters m].rd Bkl
e Don’t forget to talk to your Town Clerk! R

e Learn to Lobby’s 5 Steps to Speaking at
Public Hearings or Town Meeting

5 Steps to
Speaking at
' Public

Meetings
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http://www.rulesonline.com/
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/pre/prepdf/guide.pdf
http://lwvcapecod.org/
http://www.capeandislandsdemocrats.org/
http://www.capecodgop.com/
https://www.toastmasters.org/
https://nexuswerx.com/5-steps-speaking-town-hearings-town-meeting/
https://nexuswerx.com/5-steps-speaking-town-hearings-town-meeting/

